Revelation Reading Guide #14
Revelation 21

God created the world to be ideally suited for humankind, whom He created to enjoy and intimate relationship with Him forever. But sin interrupted the Lord’s purpose for us. It broke humanity’s relationship with God, yes, but it did more than this. It affected creation itself, subjecting it to decay, disharmony, and hostility…In God’s plan however, sin will absolutely not have the last word. – Swindoll

Day One
Read Revelation 21:1-8
In verses 1 and 2 John writes about the new heaven, the new earth, and the new Jerusalem. What exactly are these? Are they literal or symbolic?  Write down your observations and questions.
Observations:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Questions:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The new heaven and new earth will be new not merely in a chronological sense, as we might talk about a “new day” for example. Rather John describes qualitative newness. To use a film metaphor, this isn’t a sequel – it’s a completely new and different production. It isn’t simply a reedited version, enhanced with clearer sound, brighter colors, and a smattering of digitally enhanced special effects. This is no reedit – it’s a remake! – Swindoll
What is the significance of “the sea was also gone”?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
In the next two chapters John lists 12 “no mores” in the new heaven and new earth. Which of the following “no mores” resonate with you at this stage of life? Why?
No more sea. No more tears. No more death. No more mourning. No more crying. No more pain. No more thirst. No more wickedness. No more temple. No more night. No more closed gates. No more curse.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verse 7-8 God reiterate both a promise and a warning for all of us. The promise is extended to the one “who overcomes” The one who overcomes is not the one who has lived a perfect life, obeyed the Ten Commandments, or observed numerous rites and rituals. Rather people overcome the world through faith alone: For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world – our faith. – Swindoll
What do you make of these different images of a bride, of a city and God’s people? Did John see three different things or see one thing in three different ways?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Two
Read Revelation 21:9-21
The new Jerusalem is a real place created by God as the dwelling of all the redeemed of all ages. Both Old and New Testament believers will dwell in this city from God. This is the place Jesus had in mind when He went to prepare a place for us (John 14:2-3) – Swindoll

This heavenly city is literal, but it is called the bride, the Lambs’ wife because it is the place where all God’s people are gathered. In this sense the New Jerusalem is certainly like the bride, but this association doesn’t diminish the reality behind the image. This city is associated with the bride to awe us with a sense of its beauty. – Guzik

The descriptions and dimensions of this new city are remarkable. Write down how John describes the following:
The gates
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The walls
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________The dimensions
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The materials used
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Guessing that there will have been 100 billion people in the human race, and that 20% of them will be saved, calculates that each person would have a “block” with about 75 acres on each face to “call their own” – Henry Morris

What are your thoughts about the statement from Henry Morris?  What do you think this New Jerusalem will be like? What do you think you will do in the New Jerusalem?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
Read Revelation 21:22-27
Humans tend to associate impressive structures with religious activities, such as the massive, ornate buildings of the Vatican or the enormous golden Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. Even smaller structures, such as our own churches, represent sacred places to us where we learn about and worship our God. The new Jerusalem, however, will have no need for a special building set aside for worship. – Swindoll

Before Jesus the temple was a prophecy. In the Christian era God’s people are His temple. In the Millennium the temple will be a memorial. Here the temple is everywhere. – Guzik
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What will you most look forward to doing without when we have a new heaven and new earth?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do you think our fellowship with God will be different in this new world?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Warren Wiersbe says that “secular’ and ‘sacred” will be indistinguishable in heaven.” On a practical level, how will that be different for you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We have one chapter left in our study of the book of Revelation. What questions or concerns are you still wrestling with currently? Is there a specific question you would like answered?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

