Revelation Reading Guide #9
Revelation 13

The Bible has an antagonist who relentlessly assaults and attacks. We first see him tempting Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, causing the fall of humanity and the entrance of sin and death into the world. Throughout history, he has worked through depraved individuals, wicked rulers. And godless empires to deceive the world and destroy the righteous. Ultimately, he will empower the worst deceiver and destroyer the world will have ever seen – an adversary of God’s people who makes Nero, Hitler, Stalin, and Mao pale in comparison. - Swindoll

Day One
Read Revelation 13:1-4
How is this beast from the sea described? What does his description mean?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the source of this beast’s power?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
The seven heads represent seven mountains, and since Rome was built on seven hills, this must be a veiled reference to that powerful city. It would be a most meaningful allusion in John’s day. The ten horns represent ten kingdoms.  It appears that “the beast” will head a “United States of Europe” a revived Roman Empire, before taking over as world dictator. All nations will no doubt admire and thank him for the “peace” he has achieved, little realizing the sorrow and destruction he will bring to the world. – Wiersbe

As much as Jesus spoke only truth, the Antichrist will speak only lies. This emphasizes the idea of the “opposite Jesus” too much. The Antichrist will instead be more of an “instead of Jesus.” He will look wonderful, be charming and successful. He will be the ultimate winner and appear as an angel of light. In this sense the Antichrist will be a satanic messiah, instead of the true Messiah Jesus Christ. – Guzik
What are your thoughts about the “instead of Jesus” vs “opposite Jesus”?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Two
Read Revelation 13:5-10
Blasphemy is to claim godlike powers, to claim to be God, or to identify God with lesser persons or objects. Idolatry, for instance, is blasphemy. That is what this individual becomes guilty of. He blasphemes God by claiming to have the powers of God, as we have seen. It would also involve an attack upon those who do not accept his claims. He ridicules and slanders those who do believe in God and in heaven (the unseen spiritual realm that exists), and whose thinking is centered upon and guided by the teaching of the Word of God. Those who thus "tabernacle in heaven" are not people who have died and gone to heaven. They are saints who live on the earth but whose lives are governed by heavenly realities. It is exactly what the apostle says about the church today. "Our citizenship," he says in Philippians, "is in heaven," (Philippians 3:20 NIV). We are strangers and sojourners on earth, but our true citizenship is in heaven. – Steadman

Keep in mind that “the beast” is a counterfeit Christ. The world would not receive Christ, but it will receive the Antichrist (John 5:43). The world would not believe the truth, but they will believe the lie (2 Thess. 2:8-12). Jesus spoke (and still speaks) gracious words of salvation, and men turn a deaf ear, but they will listen to the blasphemous words of “the beast.” The world will not worship the Christ, but they will bow down to the Antichrist. – Wiersbe

Why are people blinded to Chris but are willing to embrace the Antichrist?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is your name written in the Book of Life? How do you know?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
Read Revelation 13:11-15
Just as the two comings of Christ were not clearly understood from the Old Testament prophesies, early Christians didn’t clearly understand that the end-times threat would involve two villains until John penned Revelation 13. In addition to the Antichrist (the beast from the sea), John witnessed the rise of a second figure who will serve as the Antichrists right-hand man. Revelation 13:11-18 opens the curtain to unveil the personification of deception – the beast from the earth, also called the “false prophet” (16:13;19:20) – Swindoll

If the first beast exercises political power, what authority does this second beast exercise? Is this significant? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Blinded by unbelief and sin the world will easily fall prey to the second beast’s deceptive message and methods. Intellectually attracted to him, emotionally drawn by his appealing style, and convinced by his amazing signs, they will volitionally submit and obey – Swindoll

His deadly appeal will lie in the fact that what he says will sound so right, so sensible, so exactly what unregenerated men have always wanted to hear – Phillips

What do you think this message to be that “sounds so good” to the people?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there any message today that sounds so good but could lead to destruction?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Day Four
Read Revelation 13:16-18
Why do you suppose the number 666 has had such a stigma to it?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
If history has taught us nothing else about the coming of the Antichrist and his mysterious number, it’s that we cannot identify the Antichrist until he has already taken control. Then, and only then, will the “man of lawlessness” be revealed (2 Thessalonians 2:3) – Swindoll

When the Antichrist has taken control – at no other time in history will the identity of true Christians be made so clear

How can we discern between false religion and governments?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Revelation 13 has much for us to grasp – what questions, concerns, fears do you have?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Regardless of where you are in your spiritual journey – what do you think God wants you to do after reading Revelation 13?
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