Revelation Reading Guide #1
Revelation 1

The book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ has challenged and fascinated Bible students for centuries. In my own library, I have dozens of commentaries on this book, and no two authors completely agree on everything. But this is not important. What is important is that we do not miss the major message of Revelation: the glorious victory of Jesus Christ over all His enemies. It would be unfortunate for the Bible student to get so lost in the details of this stirring prophecy that he misses its tremendous and overarching truth: In Jesus Christ we are overcomers! John wrote this book to encourage first-century Christians who were experiencing great suffering. In every age of the church, Revelation has brought comfort and hope. Why? Because its symbols are timeless and may be understood by believers in any period of history; because its promises are eternal and may be trusted by all saints. – Warren Wiersbe

What images come to your mind when you think of the book of Revelation?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
At the end of our 12-week study on the book of Revelation – what do you hope to know, believe, or embrace?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Day One
Read Revelation 1:1-3
THE TITLE
The word translated “revelation” simply means “unveiling”. It gives us our English word apocalypse. In this book the Holy Spirt pulls back the curtain and gives us the privilege of seeing the glorified Christ in heaven and the fulfillment of His sovereign purposes in the world.

THE AUTHOR
The Apostle John wrote Revelation about AD 95 during the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian. The emperor had demanded that he be worshipped as “Lord and God” and the refusal of the Christians to obey his edict led to severe persecution. Domitian sent John to the Isle of Patmos, a Roman penal colony off the coast of Asia Minor.

THE READERS
This book was written to the 7 actual churches in Asia Minor, but it was written for all believers – including us! God promises a special blessing to those who would read this book aloud and obey its message. John did not send this book to the churches in order to satisfy their curiosity about the future – it was sent to the believers who were going through intense persecution and needed encouragement.

Why does reading aloud, hearing, and obeying what is written in this book bring blessing?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Day Two
Read Revelation 1:4-8
THE DEDICATION
God the Father is described as the Eternal One. All history is part of His eternal plan, including the world’s persecution of the church. The Holy Spirit is seen in His fullness, for there are not seven spirts but one. Finally, Jesus Christ is seen in His threefold office as Prophet (faithful witness), Priest (First-begotten from the dead), and King (Prince of the kings of the earth). But of the three Persons of the Trinity, it is to Jesus Christ alone that this book is dedicated. The reason? Because of what He has done for His people.

THE THEME
[bookmark: _GoBack]The overriding theme of the book of Revelation is the return of Jesus Christ to defeat all evil and to establish His reign. It is definitely a book of victory and His people are seen as “overcomers”. The titles given to God in Revelation 1:8 make it clear that He is certainly able to work out His divine purposes in human history. Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet; so, God is at the beginning of all things and at their end. He is the eternal God unlimited by time. He is also the Almighty, able to do anything. Almighty is a key name for God in this book.

You will see the number “7” used almost 50 times in this book. What do you understand the significance?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
John tells us Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega. What does this mean in your everyday life?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some of your hopes and hesitations about Christ’s Second Coming?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Day Three
Read Revelation 1:9-18
THE OCCASION
What John heard (vv.9-11)
On the Lord’s Day, John heard a trumpet-like voice behind him. It was Jesus Christ speaking! As far as we know, the apostle had not heard his Lord’s voice since Christ returned to heaven more than sixty years before. 
What John saw (vv.12-16)
John saw a vision of the glorified Christ. Revelation 1:20 makes it clear that we must not interpret this vison literally, for it is made up of symbols. The seven lampstands represent the seven churches that were to receive this book. Each local church is the bearer of God’s light in this dark world. Christ’s garments are those of a Judge-King, One with honor and authority. The white hair symbolizes His eternality as the “Ancient of Days”. His eyes see all, enabling Him to judge righteously. His feet of burning brass also suggest judgement, since the brazen altar was the place where the fire consumed the sin offering.

What John did (vv.17-18)
John fell at the Lord’s feet as though he were dead! And this is the apostle who learned on Jesus’s breast during the Last Supper. A vision of the exalted Christ can only produce awe and fear. We need this attitude of respect today when so many believers speak and act with undue familiarity toward God. At the very beginning of this book, Jesus presented Himself to His people in majestic glory. What the church needs today is a new awareness of Christ and His glory.

As you read the symbolic description of Christ in today’s reading, what is the most striking attribute you see represented? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Day Four
Read Revelation 1:19-20
THE OUTLINE
“The things which thou hast seen” refers to the vision in Revelation 1. “The things which are” refers to Revelation 2-3, the special message to the seven churches. “The things which shall be hereafter” covers the events described in Revelation 4-22. Revelation is the climax of the Bible. All that began in Genesis will be completed and fulfilled in keeping with God’s sovereign will. He is “Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending”. What God starts he will finish.

What questions, concerns, observations do you have after reading Revelation 1?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Our study of the book of Revelation will draw heavily from “Be Victorious” by Warren Wiersbe. Copyright 1985





