Revelation Reading Guide #12
Revelation 19

The classic science-fiction adventure Star Wars ends with the dazzling destruction of the Death Star – a moon sized space station that had terrorized the galaxy as a symbol of evil and tyranny. The epic trilogy the Lord of the Rings climaxes with the cataclysmic destruction of the dark tower of Mordor – the center of the demonic Dark Lord Sauron’s evil oppression, In the same way, the annihilation of Babylon represents the destruction of everything that is evil and demonic in the present world system…Even in the fictional worlds of Star Wars and The Lord of the Rings, the triumph over evil is celebrated with intense jubilation among the victors. – Swindoll

Day One
Read Revelation 19:1-10
When Babylon fell on the earth, the command was given in heaven, “Rejoice over her!” (Rev 18:20) and what we read in this chapter is heaven’s response to this command. In a sense this is heaven’s “Hallelujah Chorus” and it will be sung for at least three reasons.

1 God has judged his enemies (19:1-4)
Warren Wiersbe says “We do not rejoice at the sinfulness of Babylon, or even the greatness of Babylon’s fall. We rejoice that God is “true and righteous” and that he is glorified by His holy judgments.

Heart check: Do we find ourselves rejoicing more over the fact that evil doers will be judged harshly, or do we find ourselves rejoicing in the fact that God is righteous and true? Does it matter?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

2 God is reigning (19:5-6) 
Until the moment when Christ sets foot on this earth and abolishes all earthly authority, God will allow people freedom to live their own way. But at any time, God could begin to take back the kingdoms of the world. - Swindoll
How does the defeat of Babylon and the triumph and glory of the Lord God affect your overall view of your problems here and now? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

3 The bride is ready (19:7-10)
Jewish weddings during the time of John’s writing were quite different than weddings today in Western world. First, there was a betrothal (kind of like an engagement) where the two sets of parents arranged for their children to marry. This was a serious arrangement – even though the betrothed couple did not live together – they were still considered as married. Next was the presentation. When all the arrangements for the wedding were made the groom would leave his home and travel to the bride’s home where she and her friends would be waiting. Lastly was the ceremony which included a length time of celebration known as the “wedding supper” which traditionally lasted several days.

How is the analogy of the church’s marriage to Christ reflected in these ancient Jewish wedding customs? (betrothal, presentation, ceremony and wedding supper).
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Day Two
Read Revelation 19:11-16
The reading for today is too rich not to take a verse at a time. The titles, the descriptions, and the settings are worth a closer look. Grab a cup of coffee and work your way through these statements – what do you think they mean? How are these significant today?
Rider on a white horse
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Faithful and True
_____________________________________________________________________________________
He judges and makes war
_____________________________________________________________________________________
His eyes were like a flame of fire
_____________________________________________________________________________________
On His head were many crowns
_____________________________________________________________________________________
A name written that no one knew except himself
_____________________________________________________________________________________
He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Word of God
_____________________________________________________________________________________
He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron
_____________________________________________________________________________________
He Himself treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty
_____________________________________________________________________________________
On His robe and on his thigh, he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
Read Revelation 19:17-21
How does this supper (19:17-18) compare with the wedding supper (19:9)?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________As we reflect on the implications of Christ’s return in power and judgment, three truths will help us bring the reality of Christ’s future coming into our present lives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, His presence will determine who stands and falls. When it is all said and done there are only two groups of people – those who have responded to the Lordship of Jesus and those who haven’t.
Paraphrase Hebrews 9:27-28
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second, His name is and always will be the final authority
Paraphrase Philippians 2:10
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Third, His Word will win the final victory
Believers too quickly forget that the same powerful word that will one day defeat Satan is the same Word given to us to battle the spiritual forces of wickedness in our own lives. As an offensive weapon against these demonic forces, God has given us “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17)





