Revelation Reading Guide #6
Revelation 8 & 9

Day One
Read Revelation 8:1-5 (The Lamb breaks the seventh seal)
When the Lamb broke the 7th seal there was silence in heaven – what do you suppose was happening during this time? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Habakkuk 2:20 and Zechariah 2:13 – do these verses support your answer?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
According to Numbers 10, trumpets had three important uses. They called God’s people together; they announced war; and they announced special times. Which of these three do you believe the 7 angels were going to invoke? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
The “prayers of the saints” are not the prayers of a special group of people in heaven who have arrived at “sainthood.” To begin with all God’s children are saints – set apart for God – through faith in Jesus Christ…For centuries, people have been praying, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done!” and now those prayers are about to be answered. – Wiersbe
 
Like it or not, the prayers of God’s people are involved in the judgements that he sends. The throne and the altar are related. The purpose of prayer, it has often been said, is not to get man’s will done in heaven, but to get God’s will done on earth – even if that will involves judgment. True prayer is serious business, so we had better not move the altar too far from the throne. – Wiersbe
Do the three quotes above concern you?  Do they challenge you? Do they scare you? Do they convict you?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Do the quotes above cause you to approach prayer differently? Why/Why not?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Two
Read Revelation 8:6-13 (The first four trumpets)
After the silence the seven angels are given seven trumpets. We’re about to embark on another sequence of seven. The seven seals, the seven trumpets (and the seven bowls that we’ll meet in chapter 16) do not describe different periods, taking place one after another in sequence. They are parallel accounts. They describe the same period – history is leading up to an including the return of Christ. It’s as if history is being replayed from different perspectives. The seven trumpets are like an action replay, but from a different camera angle. At the same time there’s an intensification. The seven seals affected a quarter of the earth; the seven trumpets will affect a third. – Chester
After each trumpet is blown a disastrous event occurs. List what event happens and what is the result.
The first trumpet (7)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The second trumpet (8)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The third trumpet (10)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________The fourth trumpet (12)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verse 13 an eagle announces “Woe, Woe, Woe” to all who belong to this world. Basically, he is announcing “You think what is happening is bad – just wait!”. Just who are these who belong to the world? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Philippians 3:18-21 & 1 John 2:15-17 Do these verses support the answer you gave to the previous question?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amid all the terrible things that are happening – natural disasters, economic disasters, moral darkness - God is in charge. Nothing happens apart from God. True/False

Paraphrase Isaiah 45:7
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
Read Revelation 9:1-12 (The Fifth Trumpet)
The first four seal and trumpets presented judgments directed against the earth. In the first four seals, these were the “four horsemen” brining tyranny, war, famine, and death on the earth. In the first four trumpets, these were the ecological destruction of the vegetation, seas, fresh waters, and sky…The last three seals focused upon heaven: the cry of the martyrs, cosmic disturbances, and the heavenly prelude to the seven trumpets. But the last three trumpets will speak of hell, in terms of the demonic. – Guzik
What happens when the fifth trumpet sounds?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who can this fallen angel be? What do you understand about the abyss?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
There can be no specific answer to the question of exactly who or what is symbolized by the plague of locusts. All we can know for sure is that in the period immediately before the end, the wicked will be subjected to a time of unprecedented demonic torment. Exactly how this will take place will remain unknown until disclosed by history itself. – Mounce
These things are not to be taken literally. The point is that coming upon the earth, the terrors are not natural but demonic; the powers of evil are being given their last chance to work their dreadful work. – Barclay

Day Four
Read Revelation 9:13-21 (The Sixth Trumpet)
What events are inaugurated by the sixth trumpet?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What response should this woe elicit from the unbelieving world? (Hint: you might want to look at the last two verses of this chapter)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why do you suppose this woe failed to bring the majority to repentance as intended?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
It would have been only natural to think that the remainder of mankind would take warning from this dreadful fate; but they did not and continued to worship their idols and demons and in the evil of their ways. It is the conviction of the biblical writers that the worship of idols was nothing less than devil worship and that it was bound to issue in evil and immorality. – Barclay

Would you say that between Christ’s first coming and second coming God is causing these events to “wake people up” from their spiritual slumber? Yes/No

What consolation is there in these chapters when it feels as if history is spinning out of control?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After reading and working your way through Revelation 8 and 9. What questions, concerns, fears, observations do you have?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










 




