Proverbs Reading Guide #5
Generosity

Did you know that there are over 3,000 verses in the Bible that deal with issues of poverty and justice? That’s a lot of verses. Did you know that greed is the second most frequently mentioned sin in the Bible? The first is idolatry. And greed is simply a form of idolatry.

The bottom line is that matters of generosity matter. But what does not matter is how much you have. Generosity is not dependent upon wealth. The rich can be generous or stingy and the same goes for the poor. Generosity is not dependent upon what you have or don’t have, but rather, is contingent upon how you relate to what you do have. The Bible encourages us to be generous with our stuff (time & money) because God has been and continues to be generous with us. – Clover Sites 

1. How have you been a recipient of generosity lately?

Day One
Read Proverbs 3:9-10
The Creator God, who formed this world with incredible mathematical complexity, doesn’t play by his own mathematical rules. In this world God created, 10 – 1 = 9. If we needed all 10 of something, there would be a problem in giving one away. But in God’s economy – the economy that fed 5,000 with five small loaves of bread and two fishes, 10 – 1 = 10+. When we give something to God, we do not lose. We gain something – the privilege of participating in his work, the sheer joy of giving, and, ultimately, the blessing of fellowship in eternity with those who benefitted from our gifts. – National Christian Foundation
2. In simple terms how do you explain “God’s Economy”?


3. Where have you seen this principle played out in your life or in Scripture?

4. Whose economy do you spend most of your life in? Yours/Gods – how do you know?

Read Proverbs 10:3
5. What would it be like to want nothing more than what you currently have?  What would change?

Read Matthew 6:25-34
6. What does verse 33 encourage us to do? What is the result? Do you know this to be true?

Day Two
Read Proverbs 11:25
7. In your own experience, has generosity been the path to blessing and prosperity? Explain

Scripture is full of promises that our generosity will be returned to us. So much so that this promise has, at times, been used by unscrupulous leaders to fleece naïve Christians. But Scripture does not educate us about generosity in order to make us rich; it teaches us what kind of lives God rewards.

Stingy and greedy people naturally see the world as a pie—there are only so many pieces to go around. If they give away what they have, they will have less. They try to hoard what they have to protect it. Generous people see the world through a lens of anticipation rather than scarcity. They take care of others and naturally assume that they will be taken care of as well. -CDF Capital

8. What is your response to the underlined sentence in the quote above?


9. What would it take for an individual to move from a scarcity mentality to an abundance mentality?

Day Three
Read Proverbs 14:31 and Proverbs 28:27
10. Why do you think God aligns himself with the poor?

11. What does verse 28:27 say about God’s providence toward those who are generous?

12. How can you be more relationally engaged with those who are less fortunate? Be specific.

Day Four
Read Proverbs 25:21-22
13. Being generous can be exciting but sometimes hard – at times – extremely hard. What are we asked to do in this passage?

Throughout the Bible “my enemy” is not someone I hate – it is someone who chooses to hate me. Jesus does not allow us to hate our enemies (Matthew 5:44). So, if there is hate going on it’s their choice not mine.

14. What is the deal about heaping burning coals on our enemy’s head?

15. Have you ever been in a position to be generous towards an enemy?

Day Five
Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-5
The church in Macedonia was impoverished. No one would have been surprised if their response to those in need was, “We’d love to help, but we’re strapped.” Instead, they begged for the opportunity to take part in the relief effort.

It’s easy to dream about the generosity we intend to show when we have the means. The truth is that God cares more about the $5 we have today than the $100 we intend to have in the future. When we can look at our time and resources through the eyes of opportunity instead of through a veil of limitation, there’s no end to what God can do through us.

We Learn Generosity Through Obedience
Too often, we want to feel generous before we act generously. True Christian generosity is an act of obedience. As we behave generously, we find that the feelings will follow—and we’ll see God’s faithfulness in meeting needs through us while supplying our own need. – CDF Capital

16. Do you consider generosity an act of obedience – or just something you do?

17. What is your response to the underlined sentence in the statement above?












