None Like Him Reading Guide #3
Self-Existent: The God of Infinite Creativity

Perhaps the oldest and deepest question of all is, why is there something rather than nothing? A necessary answer to at least part of the question is because God exists in Himself eternally. He is the source and fountainhead of all being. He alone has, within Himself, the power of being. Paul declares our dependence upon the power of God’s being for our own existence when he says: “In Him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28). – R.C. Sproul

1 Read the following passages and use one or two bullets to capture their meaning.

John 1:1-4
.

.

Colossians 1:15-17
.

.

Revelation 4:11
.

.

2 God is self-existent. What exactly does that mean? Is it significant?





Unless we know where our world came from, we don’t really know where it’s going. And we don’t know where we’re going either. That’s why there’s a huge debate about how the universe began. The answer goes to the heart of our very existence. There are only two options when it comes to the beginning of the universe. The first option is that a personal, intelligent, all-powerful, all-knowing, self-existent creator made the heavens and the earth in perfect balance and harmony. The second option is that everything in the universe came from nothing. It “made” itself. (To get a sense of this, next time you get into your car, imagine that it came into existence on its own without the help of a designer and manufacturer.) There are no third or fourth options that some impersonal “force” brought the universe into existence, or that a speck of energy exploded into stars and planets and life. Either God made everything, or He didn’t. – Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz

3 God created everything. What difference does that make?





The implications of God creating everything are worth our consideration. First, we must conclude that God’s creation is distinct from God. Unlike other religions, Christianity does not teach that creation is all a part of God himself…Second, because God made everything, God owns everything. If everything created owes its existence to God, then nothing created truly belongs to another created thing. – Jen Wilkin

4 In your life – considering who God is and what he has done - what do you understand the difference to be between ownership and stewardship?



5 Do you find yourself operating more from an ownership or stewardship mindset?





We confuse stewardship with ownership, viewing ourselves as the givers of life. We take the gifts that God has given us to steward – gifts like leadership, administration, and mercy – and we use them to fuel our “creator complex,” employing them to build our own kingdoms instead of his. – Wilkin

6 Have you ever take the gifts God has given you to steward and filtered them through your “creator complex” to build your own kingdom and not his?




Furthermore, we are free to rely on God when our hope for a relationship or a situation has dwindled to nothing. Remember, our Creator-God specializes in bringing something from nothing. We cannot create hope where there is hopelessness or love where there is lovelessness. We cannot create repentance where there is unrepentance, but we can cry out to the God who can. In that first great act of creation, God miraculously rendered something from nothing. And he rejoices to continue that work in human hearts. God may restore a broken relationship or circumstance, or he may simply restore hope to you in their midst. Not everything will be made new in this lifetime, but his promise to grow in us the fruit of the Spirit means we can know abundant life whether relationships and circumstances heal or not. - Wilkin

7 How does the paragraph above help you look at your relationships and circumstances in a new light? 





8 Ask God to help you remember that your value lies in who created you, not in what you yourself create.








