RUA Disciple Reading Guide #4
Contribute to His Cause

Discipleship affects every area of a disciple’s life. Particularly in the areas of time and money. Even though people hold different views on what the Old Testament tithe looks like for a modern disciple – they all agree that at least 10% of what God has entrusted us with, is intended to be used to advance His Kingdom. The same holds true for our time. We are called to use the unique gifts that God has entrusted us with to contribute to His Kingdom cause. Every disciple should develop their own “ministry”- Craig McElvain The reading guide for this week will focus on how we use our resources – time and finances.

Day One
Read Malachi 3:6-12
1. Write down 2 or 3 things that stand out to you concerning this passage? What challenges/encourages you?

2. Is giving a condition before blessing? Explain your answer.

God dares you to trust Him in giving. He doesn’t simply command obedience. He shows us how widely generous he is, how quick to give out his favor. Then he says: if you belong to me, do likewise. Giving is an adventure that is rewarding beyond your wildest dreams. The joy of trust flows into every area of our life: from finances to career, to the future, to relationships to hard times. When we live according to our solid grasp of God’s goodness our whole lives are freer and more steadfast. We gain a courage that can withstand trials when we believe that Jesus Christ committed to fulfilling his plan of redemption in us. – Tim Keller

3. I think we would all say that God doesn’t need our money – so why does he ask us to give – and give generously?

4. In the quote above Tim Keller says giving is an adventure – Do you agree? Explain your answer.
 
Read Deuteronomy 26:1-4,9-11
The idea of ‘first fruits’ giving is to offer up to God the first rewards of our labor in acknowledgment that what we have is a gift from God. The first fruits were the choicest, the best of the harvest. The Israelites were saying, “God you’ve given us this bounty, so now we give it back to you.” Giving the first fruits is a sacrifice. They could be sold for a higher price than the rest of the harvest. In giving them away, God’s people trusted Him to provide a continued harvest. It was therefore a sacrificial pledge; a promise that all things belong to God. – Keller

5. Keller says giving the first fruits is a sacrifice. Do you agree? Does giving seem like a sacrifice to you?

Day Two
Read Matthew 6:19-24
6. What principles does Jesus teach in this passage from the Sermon on the Mount?

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-10
7. Most people accept the principle of sowing and reaping until it comes to giving – True/False?

God promises that he will pour out even more abundant grace into our lives to the degree that we commit to him. This certainly does not mean that God pays us back. If we give $100, he may not give us $1,000 back, as some people have misunderstood passages like this to mean. But in every instance, he gives us (individually and as the church community) something even more precious. Himself. Giving builds your relationship with God because, as we have seen already, it builds hope, trust, belief, and commitment to him. The real gain is a closer walk with Jesus Christ, a greater union of your life with his. Paul also states the converse: whenever Christians, individually or together, hold back, they damage their relationship with Christ. They act without courage; they deny his goodness. – Keller
8. Keller says that giving builds your relationship to God – have you seen this to be true?

Day Three
Besides contributing from our financial resources – God also entrusts every disciple with “spiritual gifts” that are to be used in personal ministry. In today’s reading we will look at passages which deal with the stewardship of these gifts.

Matthew 28:18-20
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
9. In the passage above, circle the verbs – What does Jesus expect of us as disciples?

10. What does that look like? At the Bridge? In your life?

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11.  
11. According to this passage what do you understand about spiritual gifts?


Day Four
Read Matthew 25:14-30
12. What is the main point Jesus wanted to communicate to his listeners in this portion of the Sermon on the Mount?

13. One of the best ways to figure out (or confirm) what God wants you to do with your life is to take a look at your abilities and assets. Write down 2 or 3 things you think you are good at.
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14. Now ask 3 who know you well what they think you are good at. Write them down.




15. Now imagine how those abilities could be used to share Christ’s love and do God’s work in your setting. Could your gifts be used in your oikos? at the Bridge? Be specific as you apply your strengths to “kingdom business”.


16. If the Master returned today, what would he say about the way you have used what he gave you?
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