Revelation Reading Guide #13
Revelation 20

Warren Wiersbe tells the story about a frontier town where a horse bolted and ran away with a wagon carrying a small boy. Seeing the child in danger, a young man risked his life to stop the runaway wagon. The rescued boy grew up to be a ruthless outlaw and one day found himself standing before a judge, awaiting sentencing for a serious crime. The prisoner recognized the judge as the man who, years before had saved his life, so he pled for mercy on the basis of that earlier experience. But the words from the judge silenced his plea. “Young man, on that day I was your savior; today I am your judge, and I sentence you to be hanged.”

The picture of Jesus that John paints in Revelation 19 and 20 is quite different than the pictures we usually have of Jesus. What do you make of these new pictures of Jesus? Do they comfort or scare you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day One
Read Revelation 20:1-6
Charles Swindoll writes: There are 3 Reasons why things are not as they should be:
1 Satan is presently allowed to have his way
2 Jesus is not yet exercising direct authority over the earth
3 Unrighteous people are in the majority and in authority
What do you understand about the millennium? And…How does this 1000-year reign of Christ make things as they should be?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
True global transformation will occur only when Satan and his minions are ousted, allowing Jesus Christ and His glorified saints to rule over the earth. Theologians call this period of Christ’s perfect rule the “millennial kingdom” or the “thousand-year reign.” The primary passage describing the millennium is Revelation 20:1-6. - Swindoll

In verse 4 who are those seated on thrones who had been given the authority to judge? (Revelation 2:26-27 and Matthew 19:28).
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you understand “the first resurrection” to mean? (v.5)
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Day Two 
Read Revelation 20:7-10
In one sense, the millennial kingdom will “sum up” all that God has said about the heart of man during the various periods of history. It will be a reign of law, and yet law will not change man’s sinful heart. Man will still revolt against God. The millennium will be a period of peace and perfect environment, a time when disobedience will be judged swiftly and with justice, and yet in the end the subjects of the King will follow Satan and rebel against the Lord. A perfect environment cannot produce a perfect heart. – Wiersbe
What does this quote by Wiersbe mean? How does it apply to you today?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Even in our less-than perfect society, what causes us to forget God’s faithfulness after He has helped us so often?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What questions or thoughts do you have concerning Satan’s final doom?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
[bookmark: _GoBack]Read Revelation 20:11-15
Contrary to what some people believe, there is not one final judgment that includes both believers and unbelievers. Instead, non-Christians are judged separately from Christians at a judgment commonly referred to as the Great White Throne Judgment, described in Revelation 20:11-15. - Jeffress

What happens at the Great White Throne Judgment?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who participates in the Great White Throne Judgment?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What standard does Christ use at the Great White Throne Judgment?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
God keeps two sets of books on each of us. First, there is “the book of life” which contains the name of every believer who has trusted Christ. Revelation 13:8 and Revelation 17:8 explain that the name of every believer was entered into this book before the foundation of the world…But God also keeps a second set of books that record all of our deeds: the good, the bad, and the ugly. Every word, every thought, every action is carefully noted in our permanent record. No good deed goes unnoted, and no sin goes unrecorded. It is all in “the books.” Since God will not find the names of unbelievers written in the book of life, He opens this second set of books to judge unbelievers according to their works. – Jeffress
What is the result of the Great White Throne Judgment?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The only way a holy God can allow any of us to enter heaven is by insisting that our righteousness equals that of His Son Jesus Christ. “That’s impossible your say, ‘I could never be as good as Jesus.’ Exactly! When I trust in Christ as my Savior, God takes the righteousness of His Son and wraps it around me. His righteousness becomes my righteousness. – Jeffress

Imagine a book called The Life and Times of Jesus Christ. The book contains all the words, thoughts, and deeds of the only perfect Man who has ever lived. Now imagine another book titled The Life and Times of [Your Name]. This book is a record of everything you have ever done, said, or thought. Such a book reads like a supermarket tabloid. Now, picture God stripping both books of their covers. Then, He takes the cover of the book about Jesus’ life, and he wraps it around the book of your life story. Next, God takes the cover of the book of your life story and wraps it around The Life and Times of Jesus Christ. When God opens the book with Jesus’ name on the cover, He instead reads a book about your lies, corruption and immorality: Jesus gets the blame for your sin. But when God opens the book with your name on the cover, He reads a story about the perfection, purity, and complete obedience of His own Son. You get the credit for Jesus’ perfect life. - Lutzer

This is what the doctrine of justification is all about. God takes your sin and credits it to your spiritual account. Paul explains it this way: “God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21)

What are you depending on to cause God to welcome you into heaven?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
