Revelation Reading Guide #5
Revelation 6 & 7

Day One (Retribution)
Read Revelation 6:1-8
The worship described in Revelation 4-5 is preparation for the wrath described in Revelation 6-19. It seems strange to us that worship and judgment should go together, but this is because we do not fully understand either the holiness of God or the sinfulness of man. Nor do we grasp the total picture of what God wants to accomplish and how the forces of evil have opposed Him. God is longsuffering, but eventually He must judge sin and vindicate His servants – Wiersbe
Do you think most people tend to downplay the holiness of God or the sinfulness of man?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
In today’s reading John recorded the opening of the first 4 seals, and as each seal was opened, one of the four living creatures summoned a rider on a horse. What is the color of the horse in the following verses? What do they represent?
Verse 1&2
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verses 3&4
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verses 5&6
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verses 7&8
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
As we reflect on the opening of the first 4 seals, who is it that opens the seals? And – who is it that gives the horseman the authority to enact chaos, war, famine, and death?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
What are we to make of this?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Two (Response)
Read Revelation 6:9-17
What is revealed by the opening of the fifth seal? How is this related to the suffering of the Christians in John’s day? In our day?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When the Old Testament priest presented an animal sacrifice, the victim’s blood was poured out at the base of the brazen altar. In Old Testament imagery, blood represents life. So, here in Revelation, the souls of the martyrs “under the altar” indicates that their lives were given sacrificially to the glory of God. The apostle Paul had the same idea in mind when he wrote Philippians 2:17 and 2 Timothy 4:6. – Wiersbe

God made it clear to these martyrs that their sacrifice was an appointment, not an accident, and that others would join them. Even in the death of His people, God is in control so there is nothing to fear. – Wiersbe
How do you respond to the statement that sacrifice and martyrdom is an appointment not an accident?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verse 12 the sixth seal is opened – what occurs? And – what is the response of the people?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verse 16 says the people called to the mountains and the rocks to fall on them and hide them from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb. This is not your typical Sunday school picture of God the Father and God the Son – Why do we have a tendency to downplay this picture of God?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The sixth seal concludes with a valid question: Who is able to stand? How would you answer this question?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three (Redemption)
Read Revelation 7
At the end of chapter 6 we see what happens to the unrepentant – those who were not faithful witnesses. In chapter 7 John turns our attention to God’s people who will be preserved.

In Scripture a seal indicates ownership and protection. Today, God’s people are sealed by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14). This is God’s guarantee that we are saved and safe, and that He will one day take us to heaven. The 144,000 Jews will receive the Father’s name as their seal (Revelation 14:1), in contrast to the “mark of the beast” that the Antichrist will give those who follow him (Revelation 13:17; 14:11; 16:2; 19:20)…So, while these 144,000 Jews are an elect people in the last days with a special task from God, they also symbolize God’s faithful elect in every age of history. – Wiersbe

In verses 9-10 John sees a multitude of people too many to count. Who are they? What are they wearing? What are they shouting? What is the significance of this to you?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We see in verse 14 that these multitudes are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. What do you understand this great tribulation to be? Do you believe it’s future…or through all time? Could it be right here, right now?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The great tribulation is the period where God’s redeemed people trudge their way in their faith in Christ and his promises through trials of life in a fallen world until they finally make it to the other side. – Paul Tripp

[bookmark: _GoBack]This passage gives us good news and  bad news. The bad news is that we will weep our way into eternity (Acts 14:22) – there is no way around it. The good news is you have been promised by God that there is a day when all this will end, and you will see that it is so worth it. It is not about now. You may have to go through the horseman, but it is about getting to the other side. – Dave Cover

What response do you have after reading the quote by Dave Cover? What comes to mind when you hear “weep our way into eternity” or “it is not about now”?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verses 15-18 John lists the results, the promises given to those who overcome these trials. Write down these promises? Circle the promise that you most want to be a reality in your life today.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In chapter 8:1 the Lamb breaks the seventh seal and there is silence in heaven and then we begin another cycle of “sevens” - the 7 Trumpets. More on that next week. But until then…what are your main “take aways” from the breaking of the seven seals?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






