RUA Disciple Reading Guide #3
Abide in His Presence

When Jesus tried to describe the kind of relationship He wanted with His disciples – He used the analogy of a vine and its branches. In John 15 He says that branches need to stay connected to the vine if they want to produce fruit. In fact, He goes on to say that a disconnected branch is incapable of bearing fruit, since the vine is the source of all its nutrients. For a disciple – this is the fundamental skill: Staying connected to Jesus. How? The starting place is with His word, the Bible. Disciples are to consistently “meditate” on His word, and then through prayer, to ask for direction on how to apply that word in every aspect of one’s life. – Craig McElvain

Day One
Read John 15:1-10 that is printed below. Circle the words that seem to be repeated the most.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit, he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love.

1. What words did you circle the most? What exactly is the point Jesus is making to his listeners? 

Read 2 Timothy 2:15
2. Rewrite this verse in your own words. What do you think it means?



Read Hebrews 5:11-14
3. What steps do you think are necessary to move from spiritual infants, to toddlers, to adolescents, to mature adults? Be specific.


4. Which of the 4 stages listed above in question 3 would you say you most identify with right now in your spiritual journey? Why? Are you content with your answer?


To read without reflecting is like eating without digesting. – Edmund Burke


Day Two
   All disciplines have fundamentals. You know – those basic skills that are necessary for any progress in a particular discipline. You can’t be a baseball star unless you learn “the fundamentals” of throwing, catching, and keeping your eye on the ball. You can’t be a great musician unless you learn your scales. The same is true with spiritual progress as a disciple. If you don’t get your fundamentals down – the advanced stuff is nearly impossible.
   In John 15 Jesus makes it clear that for a disciple – the fundamental skill is ABIDING. Learning to connect with Jesus on a consistent basis is essential to a disciple’s fruitfulness. Jesus says that we are like branches who must stay connected (“abide”) to the vine if we want to bear fruit. Will a “disconnected” disciple still be saved? Of course! Salvation is a free gift dependent on Jesus’ work, not our work…BUT failure to learn this skill will keep one fruitless. This message of abiding is all over the scriptures. To “meditate” on God’s word, to worship, to pray – these are all attempts to remain connected to the vine, and scripture tells us they separate the “fruitful” from the “unfruitful”.
   Occasional abiding – reading God’s word every once in a while or praying when things get tough – has about the same impact on us a working out with weights a couple times a month and expecting to see results. Abiding cannot be approached lackadaisically to produce fruit in the disciple’s life. There must be an accompanying passion…a hunger for connecting with God that goes beyond ritual.

“…if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.”
Proverbs 2:1-5

5. What happens to an individual who skips the fundamentals in any discipline? Have you seen examples?

6. When Jesus says that “apart from me you can do nothing” in John 15 – how much do you think he’s using hyperbole? What does “nothing” mean?

7. What do you think “meditating” on God’s Word “day and night” looks like for a disciple today?

8. Describe your personal “abiding time” with the Lord? 

Day Three
One of the templates that I use to “abide” - keeping in mind our desire to live life Before God, In Community. and On Mission – is what I have called The Bridge Daily Reading and Prayer Guide. If you don’t have an approach to disciplined reading and prayer you might give this a try.

Before God 
•	Rejoice in the Lord – in who He is, what He’s done, what He will do.
•	Thanksgiving – where have you seen God’s faithfulness?   What prayers have been answered?
•	Repent – bring to the Lord the things that you need to confess.  Ask for and then accept God’s forgiveness.
•	Requests – what personal needs, concerns, struggles or issues would you like to bring before God?
•	Scripture – Read the text from the Bible reading guide and reflect on the questions – write them out.
•	What stands out? (questions, concerns, challenges…)
•	If you were to adjust something in your life based on what your learned, what would that look like?

In Community 
•	Intercede - pray for those in your House Church – where are there needs? 
•	Love – Lord who can I serve today?  What needs of fellow believers can I meet today?

On Mission 
•	Pray for our church to be effective at making disciples and starting new churches
•	Pray for people in your oikos. (consider the following 3Cs)
•	Compassion – How would Jesus minister and pray?  Where is their brokenness?  How can you help/pray?
•	Conversation – what would Jesus ask or say?  Ask the Spirit what comment or question will open their heart
•	Celebration – How would Jesus celebrate their life?  What in their life can be celebrated? 
 



