Revelation Reading Guide #3
Revelation 3

We are still listening to what the Holy Spirit has to say to the churches, for these messages from Christ belong to our day as well as to the first century. Churches are people, and human nature has not changed. So, as we continue our study, we must not look on these letters as ancient relics. On the contrary, they are mirrors in which we see ourselves. – Wiersbe

Day One
Read Revelation 3:1-6 – Sardis - The Feeble Church
The message to Sardis is a warning to all “great churches” that are living on past glory. Dr. Vance Havner has frequently reminded us that spiritual ministries often go through four stages: a man, a movement, a machine and then monument. Sardis was at the “monument” stage, but there was still hope. – Wiersbe
When it comes to your spiritual journey would you say you are living more on past glory or on the present? Explain.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The impression we get from this letter is that the church at Sardis was not aggressive in its witness in the city. The church was not suffering persecution because they were no threat to the enemy. No friction usually means no motion! The unbelievers in Sardis saw the church as a respectable group of people who were neither dangerous nor desirable. They were simply decent people with a dying witness and a decaying ministry.
Can the church (should the church) be made up of decent people who are dangerous and desirable?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verse 2 and 3, the Lord gives his counsel to the church at Sardis. List below the verbs the Lord uses in his counsel – what do they mean? How do they apply to us?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“Wake up! Be watchful! Repent! Remember the Word you have received and obey it!” This is the formula for revival. It is good to guard our spiritual heritage, but we must not embalm it. It is not enough to be true to the Faith and have a great history. That faith must produce life and works. – Wiersbe
Even though for the most part the church had fallen asleep – there still were a few who were faithful. To those who remained faithful what was the 3-fold promise the Lord gives to them in verses 4 and 5?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk19181056]How do we at the Bridge (and individually) apply what we learn from the letter to the church at Sardis?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Two
Read Revelation 3:7-13 – Philadelphia, The Faithful Church
As most people know, Philadelphia means “love for the brethren.” Certainly, brotherly love is an important mark of the Christian. The Bible teaches us to love one another. But it is not enough to love God and our fellow believers; we must also love a lost world and seek to reach unbelievers with the good news of the cross. The church at Philadelphia had a vision to reach a lost world, and God set before them an open door.
When we read about an “open door” in the New Testament it usually speaks of an opportunity for ministry. Currently in your life – where is there an “open door”? Be specific.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Beginning in verse 9 Jesus gives three encouraging promises to the church at Philadelphia. What are they? What do they mean?
Verse 9
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________Verse 10
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Verse 12
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
How are these promises encouraging to you today?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In verse 12 we are introduced to the phrase the new Jerusalem – it won’t be the last we read about it.  What do you understand it to mean?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
In a very real sense, the church today is like the Philadelphian church, for God has set before us many open doors of opportunity. If He opens the doors, we must work; if He shuts the doors, we must wait. Above all we must be faithful to Him and see the opportunities not the obstacles. If we miss our opportunities, we lose our rewards (crowns), and this means being ashamed before Him when He comes (1 John 2:28) – Wiersbe
[bookmark: _Hlk19440660]How do we at the Bridge (and individually) apply what we learn from the letter to the church at Philadelphia?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Three
Read Revelation 3:14-21 – Laodicea, The Foolish Church
The church at Laodicea has the distinction of being the only church of which Christ has nothing good to say.
If you were to describe this church in 1 word – what would it be.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Hard as it may sound, the meaning of this terrible threat of the Risen Christ is that it is better not even to start on the Christian way than to start and then to drift into a conventional and meaningless Christianity – Barclay
Do you agree or disagree with Barclay? Why?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
For as long as I can remember Revelation 3:20 has been a verse used in evangelistic settings. But we see in today’s reading that it was addressed to self-sufficient Christians not unbelievers. So – how does it apply to us today?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Laodicean church was described as lukewarm. Describe a lukewarm church or organization today?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The church at Laodicea was unaware of its true state of being. What kept it, and what keeps us, unaware of its/our shortcomings and needs?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do we at the Bridge (and individually) apply what we learn from the letter to the church at Laodicea?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]The words to the seven churches are specific words of application for their situations. Each word ends with a call to be victorious. The rest of the book equips us to overcome as it reveals heaven’s perspective on history. But this big picture is applied to the specifics of the “battlefield” of each church in the word to that church. The churches are to remain faithful to Jesus in the face of opposition, false teaching, the attractions of wealth and the desire for social acceptance. The switch from one specific congregation to “the churches” at the end of each message indicates that each message is for all churches.
Your address is in the “CC” line. - Chester
