RUA Disciple Reading Guide #5
Heed His Commands

“If you love me, you will obey what I command” (John 14:15). According to Jesus obedience is the result of truly loving Him. Discipleship is the on-going process of conforming your entire life to obeying Jesus. This is a process which assumes that from time to time there will be struggle. The orientation of every Disciple’s life is fixed on conforming to the life and teaching of Jesus. – Craig McElvain

Day One
Read 1 Samuel 26:1-25
1. What do you learn about Saul and David in this passage?


2. What 2 or 3 principles do you learn about obedience in this story?


Day Two
Read Matthew 21:28-32
3. What point does Jesus want to make to his listeners?


4. Up until now in your spiritual journey which son most closely describes you?  Why?


5. Do you think Jesus is pleased with our obedience – or is obedience simply what Jesus expects of his followers?



Day Three
Read John 14:15-24
6. Look back to John 13:34 – how are the disciples to show love to each other?


7. Look at John 14:15 – how are the disciples to show love to Jesus?


8. Is it possible to love without being obedient?


If we love him, we obey him. Obedience to God is loving him enough to listen to what he says, then following through on what we know he is telling us. That’s why it’s so important to read the Bible every day. Obedience in not about giving things up. It’s about replacing some old actions and attitudes with better ones, living your life with a definite goal and purpose – to spend eternity with God. A-Z Guide to Bible Application

9. What is your response to the underlined sentence above?

Day Four
Read Matthew 16:24-26
10. List all the verbs in these 3 verses.



11. What do each of the verses you listed above have to do with obedience?



Day Five
Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear the LORD. Yes, happy are those who delight in doing what he commands. Psalm 112:1 NLT

We have seen in the reading guide for this week the importance of “heeding His commands”. The question that begs to be asked is how informed am I of Christ’s commands in the first place?

12. On a scale of 1-10 how informed do you think you are of Christ’s commands? 

“If you love me, show it by doing what I’ve told you”. John 14:15 MSG

13. We know that obedience and “heeding Christ’s commands” is one of the things that Jesus expects of his disciples. In your life would you say you heed Christ’s commands more out of:
· Love
· Guilt
· It just seems practical
· I do my own thing
· What commands?

“Instead of asking yourself whether you believe or not, ask yourself whether you have this day done one thing because He said, “Do it” or once abstained because He said, “Don’t do it”. It is simply absurd to say you believe in Him, if you do not do anything, He tells you”. 
Gordon MacDonald

We have spent the last 5 weeks looking at what it means to be a biblical disciple. We have used the acronym REACH (Receive His Salvation, Enlist in His Body, Abide in His Presence, Contribute to His Cause, and Heed His Commands). Jesus had a final criterion for discipleship that is commonly overlooked. In John13:35, Jesus reminded his disciples that from the world’s point of view love is the only compelling proof of discipleship. As Paul puts it in Corinthians 13, discipleship without love is “of no value whatsoever”

To wrap up this RUA Disciple series you will be given the opportunity to complete the R-U-A Disciple Personal Assessment. It is just that – a personal assessment. You will not be graded, and no one will see your results, but I believe it will help in your spiritual journey in becoming more like Jesus.
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