Proverbs Reading Guide #7
Relationships

The Bible says that we are created in the image of God. But what does that mean? Some say that it has to do with our authority. God gave us authority to rule over creation. Others say that it has to do with the soul. The soul is what separates human beings from other animals on the planet. But perhaps the most convincing answer is that the image of God has to do with relationships. We were created by a relational God. And this relational God has put his relational stamp upon us. Relationships. Community. Togetherness.

1. Are you the kind of person that likes a ton of friends or just a few close friends? Explain.

2. When have you experienced an authentically mutual relationship?  What kinds of things made this friendship so great?

Day One
Read Proverbs 16:7
3. How does your vertical relationship with God affect your horizontal relationship with others?

4. Have you experienced this to be true? Has your relationship with God paved the way for peace with others?

Day Two
Read Proverbs 3:3-4
5. What two things are of the utmost of importance? 

6. What are practical ways you live these two things out in your relationships?

One of the best examples of a healthy relationship in the Bible, is the story of David and Jonathan. To get a picture into their friendship read the following passages.
· 1 Samuel 18
· 1 Samuel 20
· 2 Samuel 9:1-7
7. What do you see in David and Jonathan’s friendship that is worth modeling in your friendships?


Day Three
Read Proverbs 17:17
8. What is this verse saying? Do you find it difficult to stick with someone when they are facing difficulty?

9. When has someone stuck with you during a difficult time?

Read Proverbs 13:20
10. Would you say the people you walk with most closely are wise, not so wise, or neutral?


Read Proverbs 27:17
11. What does this verse mean? Is there anyone in your life that fits this description? 

Day Four
Building Relationships
Thoughts often fuel actions. One of the best ways to build good relationships is to consider what thoughts tumble around inside our brain. Philippians 4:8 calls us to focus on things that are true, noble, right, lovely, pure, admirable, excellent, and praiseworthy. What a great start to good marriages, friendships, and so forth when we build with these thoughts.

Honesty helps godly relationships grow. Colossians 3:9 implores us “Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices.” But perhaps the most impactful word for building solid marriages, friendships, and other connections comes in the four-letter variety: love. 1 Peter 4:8 champions loving well: “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” – Kristi Woods

When in doubt tell the truth. It will confound your enemies and astound your friends. – Mark Twain

12. Read the following passages concerning relationships/friendships. Write one sentence on each verse(s) that explains how they relate to building healthy relationships.
· Hebrews 10:24-25
· Matthew 18:15-17
· John 13:34
· Colossians 3:12-14

Day Five
Seven biblical steps to restoring fellowship: by Rick Warren
1. Talk to God before talking to the person.
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. — James 4:1-2 (NIV)
2. Always take the initiative.
Jesus said, “If you enter your place of worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you, abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God.” — Matthew 5:23-24 (MSG)
3. Sympathize with their feelings.
Look out for another’s interests, not just for your own. — Philippians 2:4 (TEV)
A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense. — Proverbs 19:11 (NIV)
4. Confess your part of the conflict.
Jesus said, “First get rid of the log from your own eye; then perhaps you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.” — Matthew 7:5 (NLT)
If we claim that we’re free of sin, we’re only fooling ourselves. — 1 John 1:8 (MSG)
5. Attack the problem, not the person.
When my thoughts were bitter and my feelings were hurt, I was as stupid as an animal. — Psalm 73:21-22 (TEV)
A gentle response defuses anger, but a sharp tongue kindles a temper-fire. — Proverbs 15:1 (MSG)
A wise, mature person is known for his understanding. The more pleasant his words, the more persuasive he is. — Proverbs 16:21 (TEV)
6. Cooperate as much as possible.
Do everything possible on your part to live in peace with everybody. — Romans 12:18 (TEV)
You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in God’s family. — Matthew 5:9 (MSG)
7. Emphasize reconciliation, not resolution.
Work hard at living at peace with others. — 1 Peter 3:11 (NLT)
Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” — Matthew 5:9 (NIV)








