Proverbs Reading Guide #9
Diligence

Diligence is the act of pursuing something despite obstacles—an earnest effort to accomplish a task or goal that is underway. Being diligent involves perseverance and hard work, marching toward progress in the face of opposition. It is the opposite of laziness and slothfulness, a general failure to grab life by the horns. Those who are diligent have a higher chance of achieving their goals and experiencing success in almost all areas of life. Diligence is undoubtedly a key component of solid character. – Cloversite

1. When have you worked hard to achieve something significant? What was the major motivator?

2. When have you felt like you have given up or thrown in the towel prematurely? 

Day One
Read Proverbs 26:13-16
3. What does this verse mean?

4. Do you ever find yourself procrastinating? If so what methods of procrastination do you like to employ?

Read Proverbs 11:27
5. How diligent are you when it comes to staying focused on what matters?

How do you measure up in this respect? Answer yourself honestly. Do you easily abandon a project because you find it difficult? Always count the cost before starting a project. Weigh the positives and the negatives—then, once you start work on it, persevere until the end without becoming discouraged. Do not give up. Do not quit. Do not follow the footsteps of those who fail to make it to the finish line. -Apartian

Day Two
Read Proverbs 21:5
6. Where do we see this principle played out? Can you think of examples?


Read Proverbs 10:4-5 and Proverbs 13:4
7. Was the concept of these verses modeled or taught in your house growing up? Explain

Read Proverbs 12:24
8. Paraphrase this verse – what are your thoughts about this?



Day Three
Read Proverbs 6:6-10 and Proverbs 24:27, 30-34
9. If you were to preach a sermon on these two passages - what 3 points would you make?
1)
2)
3)
10. What illustration might you use?


11. How might we apply these points to our lives?


God has placed us on this earth so we can work, so we can be diligent in carrying out his will. Any failure to be diligent is a serious transgression. Thomas Watson refers to idle people as “Satan’s tennis ball” whom he whacks up and down with temptation until he at last sends them far over the fence. Similarly, Charles Spurgeon compares idle people to a target and Satan to an expert rifleman who rarely misses. He warns, “Idle men tempt the devil to tempt them.” – Tim Challies

Day Four
Read Ecclesiastes 9:10

Being a follower of Christ is also to be pursued with diligence. The lackadaisical way that some professing believers approach a relationship with God is reflected nowhere in the Bible. Instead, Jesus made it clear that those who wished to be His disciples must be “all in” (Luke 9:57–62). Unless we diligently pursue righteousness and obedience, we will experience failure. The world is too appealing, temptation too abundant. There are too many excuses for turning away. That’s why Jesus emphasized that the greatest commandment is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength” (Mark 12:28–31). In other words, life’s ultimate goal is to diligently love the Lord. All actions flow from the posture of our hearts. When we make diligence the common ingredient in everything we do, and we choose to do godly things, we set a standard for ourselves that will propel us toward godliness and a life of excellence. -Got Questions

12. What areas of your life are you not doing your due diligence? (Spiritual, professional, relational, physical, emotional)

13. What changes can you make in these weaker areas? How can the church body help?



"What we ever hope to do with ease, we must first learn to do with diligence." – Samuel Johnson

"Leisure is time for doing something useful; this leisure the diligent man will obtain, but the lazy man never" – Benjamin Franklin

"The leading rule for the lawyer, as for the man of every other calling, is diligence. Leave nothing for to-morrow which can be done to-day." – Abraham Lincoln

"That which ordinary men are fit for, I am qualified in. and the best of me is diligence." William Shakespeare

"Industry need not wish." – Benjamin Franklin

"What we hope ever to do with ease, we must learn first to do with diligence." -Samuel Johnson









