Proverbs Reading Guide #1
Introduction to Proverbs

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is knowing you do not put it in a fruit salad!

The book of Proverbs is about godly wisdom, how to get it and how to use it. It is about priorities and principles, not get-rich-quick schemes, or success formulas. It tells you not how to make a living but how to be skillful in the lost art of making a life. – Warren Wiersbe

Day One
What is the major theme in the book of Proverbs?
One word answers the question: wisdom. In Proverbs, the words wise and wisdom are used at least 125 times, because the aim of the book is to help us acquire and apply God’s wisdom to the decisions and activities of daily life. – Wiersbe

1. How do you define wisdom?


Biblical wisdom begins with a right relationship with the Lord. The wise person believes that there is a God, that He is the Creator and Ruler of all things, and that He has put within His creation a divine order that, if obeyed, leads ultimately to success. Wise people also assert that there is a moral law operating in this world, a principle of divine justice that makes sure that eventually the wicked are judged and the righteous rewarded. – Wiersbe
2. Why does biblical wisdom begin with a right relationship with the Lord?

3. Is it possible to have true wisdom apart from a right relationship with the Lord?

4. The pages of history are filled with the names of brilliant and gifted people who were smart enough to become rich and famous but not wise enough to make a successful and satisfying life. Can you list examples from history?

Day Two
Who wrote the book of Proverbs and how is it written?
The author is King Solomon. But there were a few others guided by the Spirit that contributed to this book. The men of Hezekiah (25:1) wrote chapters 25-29. Agur wrote chapters 30 and 31. Since Solomon wrote most of this book – let us spend a little time looking at how he became wise…and how he failed to heed his own advice.
5. Read 1 Kings 3:5-15 – How did Solomon acquire his wisdom?


6. Read 1 Kings 3:16-28 – How did Solomon show wisdom in this passage?


7. Read 1 Kings 11:1-13 – What was Solomon’s downfall?

Proverbs are pithy statements that summarize in a few choice words practical truths relating to some aspect of everyday life. The Spanish novelist Cervantes defined a proverb as “a short sentence based on long experience”. From a literary point of view, that is not a bad definition. – Wiersbe

How do you make good decisions?  – experience!  How do you get experience? – bad decisions!
The Hebrew word mashal is translated “proverb,” “parable,” and even “allegory.” But its basic meaning is “a comparison.” 

Why did Solomon use proverbs and not some other kind of literary approach as he recorded these divine truths?” Keep in mind that, apart from kings, prophets, and priests, the average Jewish adult did not own copies of the sacred books and had to depend on memory to be able to meditate on God’s truth and discuss it. If Solomon had written a lecture on pride, few people would remember it, so he wrote a proverb instead: “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). There are only seven words in the original Hebrew, and even a child could memorize seven words! – Wiersbe

8. Solomon wrote hundreds of proverbs – do any come to mind? 

Day Three
What is the key verse that helps “unlock” the book?
I suggest that 1:7 is the key verse we’re looking for: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning (chief part) of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. – Wiersbe

There are at least eighteen references to “the fear of the Lord” in the book of Proverbs.

9. The phrase “the fear of the Lord” is prevalent in Proverbs as well as many other books in the Bible. Just what exactly does this phrase mean to you?

The fear of the Lord is that affectionate reverence by which the child of God bends himself humbly and carefully to His Father’s law. His wrath is so bitter, and His love so sweet; that hence springs an earnest desire to please Him, and – because of the danger of coming short from his own weakness and temptations – a holy watchfulness and fear, that he might not sin against Him. – Charles Bridges

10. How does Bridges’ quote differ from what you answered in Question #9? 

Day Four
What must we do to get the most out of this book?
What applies to the study of Proverbs  applies to the study of any book in the Bible: Unless we are spiritually prepared, diligent, disciplined in study, and obedient to what God tells us, we won’t really understand very much of God’s Word.

Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge – The Holy Spirit teaches the serious, not the curious. – F.W. Robertson

11. How do we obtain wisdom? (James 1:5-8, James 3:13-18) 

As we embark on Proverbs for the summer keep in mind that Hebrew proverbs are generalized statements of what is usually true in life, and they must not be treated like promises.

Proverbs are probabilities, not promises – James Dobson

12. What is the difference between being smart and being wise?

13. Warren Wiersbe says being wise is a skill, how do we develop it?





