RUA Disciple Reading Guide #2
Enlist in His Body

Every disciple participates in Jesus’ church. Scripture’s simple definition of church – is a community of people meeting under the leadership of Jesus (Matthew 18:20). Jesus modeled church by calling 12 men to be part of His community. They brought their unique gifts and talents to the team and progressed in their love and commitment to one another

Day One
Read Romans 12:4-8
1. Why do you think the Apostle Paul uses the metaphor of a body when describing church?

Hebrews 10:24-25
2. What habits cause people to give up meeting together?  

3. What does it mean to encourage one another as we see the day approaching? Be specific.


1 Corinthians 12:12-27
4. Do you think the type of biblical community described in the verses above is hard to find? Explain.

Day Two
For a while now, the American “church” has been predominately defined by what might be called –the BCS model. A BCS approach calls something a “church” if it has these 3 things:
B – a building
C – a CEO style leader
S – a Sunday service

When we look at the New Testament church – we seldom see any of these traits as normative. These things are not bad – just not essential to the New Testament definition of church. So, what was essential? The New Testament approach emphasizes the “one-anothers” like: Love one another, Be devoted to one another, Encourage one another, Accept one another (there are over 50 of these recorded in the New Testament).

This requires one to do more than “attend” church…the disciple must BE CHURCH. The New Testament church was far more relational than organizational. This biblical understanding of Church is extremely attractive to outsiders, just as Jesus said it would be in John 13:35 – “by this (loving community) the world will know you are my disciples…”.

When we make the shift from a BCS model to a more biblical model of church, it requires a far greater time commitment than mere Sunday (or Thursday) attendance. American Christians want to do church in 70 minutes once a week on 30 or 40 Sundays a year. This will be woefully inadequate to produce a New Testament church experience. Notice the time commitment portrayed in the book of Acts (2:44-46). It describes “day by day” contact that included eating together, sharing possessions, and being in “one another’s homes. As Hebrew 10:24-25 puts it – they chose NOT to “forsake meeting together” as was the habit of some”, but rather to commit sufficient time so as to live as church together. – Craig McElvain

5. Do you think Craig’s description of the American church as a BCS model is accurate? Why/why not?

6. What would you say is the major difference between attending church and “being church?”
7. Would you say that the love displayed in churches you have experienced has been the type that would attract outsiders? How so? How about the Bridge? – it’s OK to be honest.


8. Time commitment for “being church” today has decreased dramatically than what we read about in the New Testament. What has changed? Should it have changed?


Day Three
9. Can you be a disciple and not be a regular part of the church body?

10. How would you rate your “enlisted”-ness on a scale of 1-10 (10 being New Testament style church)?

11. Would you say your “enlisted” -ness” in the body is sufficient to build “one another” community? If not what keeps you from devoting sufficient time?


12. What steps do you need to take to become a more committed disciple in this area? How can we as the body help you?


Day Four
Take two minutes 31 seconds – grab your phone, laptop, or smart watch – and Google the video “How to Explain Simple Organic Church in 2 minutes on a Napkin” by Roy McClung.

13. After watching this short video – what 2 or 3 things come to mind?



Day Five
14. If Jesus showed up to the Bridge on Thursday night or Sunday morning would he want to come back? Why/why not?



15. What level of community do you personally desire at the Bridge?



16. If you attend the Bridge, have you put forth the time, effort, and vulnerability to establish the level of community you described in question 15?



17. List the names of 3 people that are not in a Christian community – begin praying for them regularly. What would prevent them from joining you some Thursday night or Sunday morning?

	



