Revelation Study Guide #8
Revelation 12

Day One (The Woman)
Read Revelation 12:1-2
Now a great sign appeared: This is the first of seven signs that John relates and is described as a great sign. In Revelation chapters 12, 13, and 14 the main figures of the Great Tribulation are described, and this great sign introduces the first of the seven. - Guzik
Who is this woman who appears clothed with the sun and moon under her feet?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Read Genesis 37:9-11. Do these verses support your answer above? How?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This will give us a line of approach. It was from the chosen people that Jesus Christ sprang in his human lineage. It is for the ideal community of the chosen ones of God that the woman stands. Out of that community Christ came an it was that community which underwent such terrible suffering at the hands of the hostile world. We may indeed call this the Church if we remember that the Church is the community of God’s people in every age. – Barclay

Day Two (The Dragon)
Read Revelation 12:3-4
Another sign appeared in heaven: Again, we are reminded that this is a sign. The creature here was not literally a great, fiery red dragon, but the dragon represented his nature and character. – Guzik
Who is this dragon that we encounter in the reading for today? How did you reach your conclusion?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How is this dragon described? What does he do?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“God never made an evil being; but He made angels, principalities, and powers capacitated for mighty joys and distinctions in His glorious domain, yet with free will, implied in the very creation of moral beings, which they could exercise for their everlasting weal or woe. Many have remained steadfast, to wit, ‘Michael and his angels.’ But some abode not in the truth, but revolted against the rule of Heaven, and became unchanging enemies of God and His Kingdom.” – Seiss

Already we are told that the dragon swept a third of the stars form the sky with his tail. Now we have seen already in Revelation that stars, used symbolically, are pictures of prominent leaders among men. In Isaiah 9, the great prophetic chapter, the prophet says specifically, “The prophets who teach lies are the tail” (Isaiah 9:15) …So in this symbolic action the stars are captured by the tail of the serpent and cast to earth. – Steadman

Day Three (The Child)
Read Revelation 12:5-6
Who is this child born to this woman? What verses support your answer?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What happens to the woman and the child? What do you believe this means?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One thousand two hundred and sixty days: This reference to a three and one-half year period connects these events with the final seven years of the Daniel 9 prophecy. Since Revelation 12:5 describes the ascension of Jesus, and Revelation 12:6 describes yet-to-occur events in the 70th week of Daniel, between these two verses lies hundreds of years (our current period). - Guzik 
So…what are we to make of this? Does this make a difference in my day to day life?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day Four (Conflict in Heaven)
Read Revelation 12:7-12
Who fights in this battle? This is truly a battle between equals. The dragon represents Satan (Revelation 12:9), and Satan is not the counterpart of God – God has no counterpart. If anyone, Satan is the counterpart of Michael, who seems to be the chief angel opposite this chief of fallen angels.
Why is the battle fought? In a previous scene of conflict between Michael and Satan (Jude 9), Satan wanted to prevent the resurrection and glorification of Moses, because he knew God had plans for the resurrected and glorified Moses (Luke 9:30-31). Here is another occasion where Satan wants to get in the way of God’s plan for the end-times.
When is this battle fought? This battle occurs at the mid-point of the seven-year period, as described by Daniel. At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered. (Daniel 12:1)
How is this battle fought? Our battle with Satan and his demons is spiritual, fought on the battleground of truth and deception, of fear and faith (Ephesians 6:12). In regard to material attacks against the believer, Satan and his demons were disarmed at the cross (Colossians 2:15). Among angels, it is possible that there is a material battle to be fought in a way we can only imagine.  - Guzik
Is there anything in the 4 Q&A statements above that is new to you or you need to pursue further?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Verse 11 is an important verse because it shows how the saint of any age can overcome the attacks of the devil. What three steps are listed – what does that look like to you personally?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Day Five (Conflict on Earth)
Read Revelation 12:13-17
How would you explain the events described in today’s reading?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What does verse 17 mean?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why does Satan attack the Jewish people? This is a question for all history, not only for the Great Tribulation. The reason is because from the time of Abraham, Israel holds a critical role in God’s plan of redemption. First, it was in bringing forth the Messiah and Redeemer. Then, it was in the fulfillment of His plan, because Jesus promised that the Jewish people would exist and welcome Him when He returns in glory to this world (Matthew 23:39). If Satan succeeds in destroying the Jewish people, then God’s eternal plan is in some way thwarted. - Guzik

The persecution of Israel is part of the satanic program to thwart and hinder the work of God... Israel is hated by Satan not because of any of its own characteristics but because she is the chosen of God and essential to the overall purpose of God for time and eternity. -Walvoord

What do you learn from this chapter about conflict between the Christian church and demonic evil?
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